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^ (57) Abstract: A DNA extraction microchip, system for and method of extracting DNA from a sample including DNA -containing 
w material, including: a main channel through which first and second parallel flows are in use delivered, the first flow being of a sample 
^ including DNA -containing material and the second flow being of a separation medium; and an electrode unit for applying a first, 
electroporation field to the first flow of sample to including DNA-containing material, the electroporation field being such as to effect 
electroporation of DNA-containing material, and a second, electroseparation field across the main channel, the electroseparation field 
being such as to effect electroseparation of DNA from the electroporated DNA-containing material in the first flow into the second, 
parallel flow. 
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DNA EXTRACTION MICROCHIP, SYSTEM AND METHOD 



The present invention relates to a DNA extraction microchip, system for and method of 
extracting DNA from a sample including DNA-containing material, typically for the 
5 extraction and separation of plasmid DNA from bacterial cells or cell debris, and other 
more complex DNA sample media, such as white blood cells, saliva, and even naked 
nuclei for genomic DNA. In particular, the present invention relates to a system for and 
method of extracting DNA from a sample including DNA-containing material where 
utilizing a microfabricated DNA extraction device. 

10 ■ 

Many of the techniques used in genetic analysis have been implemented in 
microfabricated devices, thereby decreasing analysis times considerably. These 
techniques include those for the amplification, separation and sequencing of DNA 
fragments. 

15 

The rate-determining step for genetic analysis is often, however, the step of extracting 
DNA from DNA-containing material, such as bacterial cells or cell debris, as this step of 
extraction is particularly time consuming. As yet, no microfabricated device has been 
developed for the extraction of DNA from DNA-containing material. 

20 

It is thus an aim of the present invention to provide a microfabricated DNA extraction 
device for extracting DNA from a sample including DNA-containing material, and a 
related DNA extraction system and method. 

25 In one aspect the present invention provides a DNA extraction microchip for extracting 
DNA from a sample including DNA-containing material, the microchip including: a 
main channel through which first and second parallel flows are in use delivered, the first 
flow being of a sample including DNA-containing material and the second flow being of 
a separation medium; and an electrode unit for applying a first, electroporation field to 

30 the first flow of sample including DNA-containing material, the electroporation field 
being such as to effect electroporation of DNA-containing material, and a second, 
electroseparation field across the main channel, the electroseparation field being such as 
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to effect electroseparation of DNA from the electroporated DNA-containing material in 
the first flow into the second, parallel flow. 

Preferably, the main channel has a length of from about 1.5 mm to about 12 mm. 

5 

Preferably, the main channel has a width of from about 1 00 |jm to about 1 .04 mm. 

More preferably, the main channel has a width of from about 100 pm to about 240 pm. 

10 Preferably, the main channel has a depth of from about 1 0 pm to about 100 pm. 

Preferably, the microchip further includes: a sample delivery channel fluidly connected 
to one, upstream end of the main channel through which the first flow of sample 
including DNA-containing material is in use delivered; and a separation medium delivery 
15 channel fluidly connected to the one end of the main channel through which the second 
flow of separation medium is in use delivered. 

More preferably, the sample delivery channel is connected to one side of the one end of 
the main channel such that the first flow is along the one side of the main channel, and 
20 the separation medium delivery channel is connected to the other side of the one end of 
the main channel such that the second flow is along the other side of the main channel 

Preferably, the sample delivery channel is inclined at an acute angle to the first and 
second flows. 

25 

Preferably, the separation medium delivery channel is inclined at an acute angle to the 
first and second flows. 

More preferably, the acute angle is approximately 45 degrees. 

30 



WO 2004/013329 



PCT/GB2003/003328 



3 

Preferably, the microchip further includes: a DNA outlet channel fluidly connected to the 
other, downstream end of the main channel through which the second flow of separation 
medium entraining extracted DNA is in use directed. 

5 More preferably, the DNA outlet channel is connected to the other side of the other end 
of the main channel such that the second flow is directed therethrough. 

Preferably, the DNA outlet channel is inclined at an acute angle to the first and second 
flows. 

10 

More preferably, the acute angle is approximately 45 degrees. 

Preferably, the microchip further includes: a sample waste channel fluidly connected to 
the other end of the main channel through which the first flow of sample, less extracted 
15 DNA, is directed. 

More preferably, the sample waste channel is connected to the one side of the other end 
of the main channel such that the first flow is directed therethrough. 

20 Preferably, the sample waste channel is inclined at an acute angle to the first and second 
flows. 

More preferably, the acute angle is approximately 45 degrees. 

25 . In one embodiment the electrode unit comprises first, electroporation electrodes and 
second, electroseparation electrodes disposed downstream of the electroporation 
electrodes. 

Preferably, the electroseparation electrodes are disposed adjacent the main channel. 



In one embodiment the electroporation electrodes are disposed adjacent the main 
channel 
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In another embodiment the electroporation electrodes are disposed adjacent the sample 
delivery channel 

5 Preferably, the electroseparation electrodes each have a length of from about 750 jim to 
about 10 mm. 

Preferably, the electroporation electrodes each have a length of from about 150 jim to 
about 1 mm. 

10 

In another embodiment the electrode unit comprises combined electroporation and 
electroseparation electrodes disposed adjacent the main channel. 

In another aspect the present invention provides a DNA extraction system for extracting 
15 DNA from a sample including DNA-containing material, the system comprising: the 
above-described microchip. 

Preferably, the system further comprises: a sample delivery unit for delivering a flow of a 
sample including a DNA-containing material to the microchip. 

20 

Preferably, the system further comprises: a separation medium delivery unit for 
delivering a flow of a separation medium to the microchip. 

■ 

In one embodiment the sample delivery unit and the separation medium delivery unit are 
25 operable to deliver flows having substantially the same flow rate. 

In another embodiment the sample delivery unit and the separation medium delivery unit 
are operable such that a flow rate of the delivered separation medium is higher than a 
flow rate of the delivered sample. 

30 

Preferably, the system further comprises: a pulse generator for applying electroporation 
voltage pulses across the electroporation electrodes. 
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Preferably, the pulse generator is configured to generate electroporation voltage pulses at 
a voltage corresponding to an electroporation field strength of from about 500 V/cm to 
about 12.5 kV/cm. 

5 

Preferably, the electroporation voltage pulses have a duration of from about 20 us to 
about 1 ms. 

Preferably, the electroporation voltage pulses have an interval of from about 2 ms to 
10 about 100 ms. 

Preferably, the system further comprises: a voltage supply for applying an 
electroseparation voltage across the electroseparation electrodes. 

15 Preferably, the voltage supply is configured to generate an electroseparation voltage at a 
voltage corresponding to an electroseparation field strength of from about 60 V/cm to 
about 700 V/cm. 

In a further aspect the present invention provides a DNA extraction method for extracting 
20 DNA from a sample including DNA-containing material, the method comprising the 
steps of: providing a DNA extraction microchip including a main channel; delivering 
first and second parallel flows through the main channel, the first flow being of a sample 
including DNA-containing material and the second flow being of a separation medium; 
applying an electroporation field to the first flow of sample including DNA-containing 
25 material such as to effect electroporation of DNA-containing material; and applying an 
electroseparation field across the main channel such as to effect electroseparation of 
DNA from the electroporated DNA-containing material in the first flow into the second, 
parallel flow. 



30 Preferably, the first flow is along one side of the main channel, and- the second flow is 
along the other side of the main channel. 
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Preferably, the microchip includes a DNA outlet channel fluidly connected to one, 
downstream end of the main channel, and further comprising the step of: directing the 
second flow of separation medium entraining extracted DNA through the DNA outlet 
channel. 

5 

More preferably, the DNA outlet channel is connected to the other side of the one end of 
the main channel such that the second flow is directed therethrough. 

In one embodiment the electroseparation field is applied across electroseparation 
10 electrodes disposed adjacent the main channel. 

In one embodiment the electroporation field is applied across electroporation electrodes 
disposed adjacent the main channel. 

15 In another embodiment the electroporation field is applied across electroporation 
electrodes upstream of the main channel. 

In another embodiment the electroporation field and the electroseparation field are 
applied across combined electroporation and electroseparation electrodes disposed 
20 adjacent the main channel. 

Preferably, the electroporation field comprises a pulsed field of electroporation voltage 
pulses. 

25 Preferably, the electroporation voltage pulses are at a voltage corresponding to an 
electroporation field strength of from about 500 V/cm to about 12.5 kV/cm. 

Preferably, the electroporation voltage pulses have a duration of from about 20 |os to 
about 1 ms. 

30 

Preferably, the electroporation voltage pulses have an interval of from about 2 ms to 
about 100 ms. 
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Preferably, the electroseparation field comprises a substantially continuous field of an 
electroseparation voltage across the electroseparation electrodes. 

5 Preferably, the electroseparation voltage is at a voltage corresponding to an 
electroseparation field strength of from about 60 V/cm to about 700 V/cm. 

In one embodiment the first and second flows have substantially the same flow rates. 

10 In another embodiment a flow rate of the second flow is higher than a flow rate of the 
first flow. 

In providing for DNA extraction, the present invention utilizes aspects of electrop oration 
and electroseparation, in particular electroseparation as employed in electrical split flow- 
15 thin (E-SPLITT) cell flow fractionation. 

Electroporation is a process in which the permeability of a cellular structure is transiently 
increased by the application of a voltage pulse thereto. This process is commonly used to 
introduce foreign DNA or chromosomes into cells. In the present invention, however, 
20 the contrary effect of electroporation is utilized, that is, the ability to enable the release of 
DNA from cellular structures. 

Electroseparation is a process in which charged components are electrophoretically 
separated in ah electric field. DNA, in being negatively-charged, can be separated from 
25 components which have a positive charge or no charge, thereby enabling the separation 
of DNA from the host cellular structure. As applied to E-SPLITT fractionation, which 
provides two juxtaposed, parallel flows, that is, a sample flow and a separation medium 
flow, electroseparation is used to separate charged sample components from the sample 
flow to the separation flow. 

30 

Preferred embodiments of the present invention will now be described hereinbelow by 
way of example only with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 
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Figure 1 schematically illustrates a DNA extraction system in accordance with a first 
embodiment of the present invention; 

5 Figure 2 schematically represents the electroporation of DNA-containing material and 
the subsequent electroseparation of DNA from the electroporated DNA-containing 
material in the operation of the DNA extraction system of Figure 1 ; 

Figure 3 schematically illustrates a DNA extraction system in accordance with a second 
1 o embodiment of the present invention; and 

Figure 4 schematically illustrates a DNA extraction system in accordance with a third 
embodiment of the present invention. 

15 Figures 1 and 2 illustrate a DNA extraction system in accordance with a first 
embodiment of the present invention. 

The DNA extraction system comprises a microfabricated DNA extraction device 1, in 
this embodiment fabricated as a substrate chip, into which a sample including DNA- 
20 containing material is introduced and from which DNA is extracted. 

The DNA extraction device 1 includes a main channel 3 through which a first flow of a 
sample including DNA-containing material, typically bacterial cells or cell debris, is 
driven, and the DNA-containing material is first electroporated to release contained DNA 
25 and subsequently separated into a second, parallel flow of a separation medium, as will 
be described in more detail hereinbelow. 

In this embodiment the main channel 3 has a length of 2.5 mm, a width of 140 pm and a 
depth of 20 jam. In preferred embodiments the main channel 3 has a length of from about 
30 1.5 mm to about 12 mm, a width of from about 100 \xm to about 1.04 mm, preferably 
about 100 \xm to about 240 jim, and a depth of from about 10 to about 100 |im. 
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The DNA extraction device 1 further includes a sample delivery channel 5 which is 
fluidly connected to one, upstream end of the main channel 3 through which a first flow 
of a sample including DNA-containing material is delivered to the main channel 3. The 
sample delivery channel 5 includes a sample inlet port 7 into which a flow of a sample 
5 including DNA-containing material is delivered to the sample delivery channel 5. 

In this embodiment the sample delivery channel 5 is fluidly connected to one side of the 
upstream end of the main channel 3 such that the flow of sample is along one side, here 
one half, of the main channel 3. In this embodiment the sample delivery channel 5 is 
10 inclined at an acute angle, here about 45 degrees, to the flow direction through the main 
channel 3 . 

The DNA extraction device 1 further includes a separation medium delivery channel 9 
which is fluidly connected to the upstream end of the main channel 3 through which a 
15 flow of a separation medium, in this embodiment a buffer solution, is delivered to the 
main channel 3. The separation medium delivery channel 9 includes a separation 
medium inlet port 11 into which a flow of separation medium is delivered to the 
separation medium delivery channel 9. 

20 In this embodiment the separation medium delivery channel 9 is fluidly connected to the 
other side, here the other half, of the upstream end of the main channel 3 such that the 
flow of separation medium is along the other side of the main channel 3 in parallel 
relation to the flow of sample through the main channel 3. In this embodiment the 
separation medium delivery channel 9 is inclined at an acute angle, here about 45 

25 degrees, to the flow direction through the main channel 3. 

The DNA extraction device 1 further includes a DNA outlet channel 15 which is fluidly 
connected to the other, downstream end of the main channel 3 at the other side, in this 
embodiment the other half, of the main channel 3, that is, the same side of the main 
30 channel 3 as to which the separation medium inlet channel 9 is connected, through which 
the flow of separation medium entraining extracted DNA is directed. The DNA outlet 
channel 15 includes a DNA outlet port 17 through which the flow of separation medium 
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entraining extracted DNA is delivered, typically collected for subsequent analysis or 
connected in-line to downstream equipment. 

In this embodiment the separated DNA outlet channel 15 is inclined at an acute angle, 
5 here about 45 degrees, to the flow direction through the main channel 3. 

The DNA extraction device 1 further includes a sample waste channel 19 which is fluidly 
connected to the downstream end of the main channel 3 at the one side, in this 
embodiment the one half, of the main channel 3, that is, the same side of the main 
10 channel 3 as to which the sample delivery channel 5 is connected, through which the 
flow of sample, less the extracted DNA, is directed. The sample waste channel 19 
includes a sample waste outlet port 21 through which the flow of sample, less the 
extracted DNA, is delivered. 

15 In this embodiment the sample waste channel 19 is inclined at an acute angle, here about 
45 degrees, to the flow direction through the main channel 3. 

In this embodiment the sample delivery channel 5, the separation medium delivery 
channel 9, the DNA outlet channel 15 and the sample waste channel 19 each have a 
20 length of 5 mm, a width of 70 jxm and a depth of 20 |xm. In preferred embodiments the 
sample delivery channel 5, the separation medium delivery channel 9, the DNA outlet 
channel 15 and the sample waste channel 19 each have a length of from about 2 mm to 
about 10 mm, a width of from about 50 \xm to about 520 pm, preferably about 50 |im to 
about 120 nm, and a depth of from about 10 ^m to about 100 pm. 

25 

The DNA extraction device 1 further includes an electrode unit 23 for applying 
electroporation and electroseparation fields across the width of the main channel 3, such 
as to effect electroporation of DNA-containing material delivered therethrough and 
electroseparation of DNA from the electroporated DNA-containing material. 
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As described hereinabove, electroporation is a process whereby the permeability of a 
cellular structure, such as cells or cell debris, is transiently increased, which increased 
permeability enables the release of DNA from cellular structures. 

5 As also described hereinabove, electroseparation is the electrophoretic separation of 
charged components in an electric field. DNA, in being negatively-charged, can be 
separated from components which have a positive charge or no charge, thereby enabling 
the separation of DNA from the host cellular structure. Moreover, as the speed of 
electrophoretic migration is determined by the mass-to-charge ratio, and DNA is 

10 uniformly negatively charged, and hence has a uniform mass-to-charge ratio, DNA 
fragmentation can be accommodated. 

In this embodiment the electrode unit 23 comprises a first pair of electroporation 
electrodes 25 a, 25b, and a second pair of electroseparation electrodes 27a, 27b which are 
15 disposed downstream of the first pair of electroporation electrodes 25a, 25b, with the 
electrodes 25 a, 25b, 27a, 27b of each of the pairs being disposed on opposed sides of the 
main channel 3 . 

In this embodiment the electrodes 25a, 25b, 27a, 27b are planar elements, here formed of 
20 chromium, which are located at the lower surface of the main channel 3. In another 
embodiment the electrodes 25a, 25b, 27a, 27b could be formed over the respective 
elongate sides of the main channel 3. In other embodiments the electrodes 25a, 25b, 27a, 
27b could be formed of gold or platinum. 

25 The first pair of electroporation electrodes 25a, 25b, which are disposed upstream of the 
second pair of electroseparation electrodes 27a, 27b, are effective to cause the 
electroporation of DNA-containing material on the application of an electroporation 
voltage thereacross. 

30 In this embodiment the electroporation electrodes 25a, 25b are spaced 200 ^m from the 
upstream end of the main channel 3, and have a length of 300 [im, a width of 100 |im and 
extend 20 |im into the main channel 3 (corresponding to an electrode spacing of 100 nm). 
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In preferred embodiments the electroporation electrodes 25 a, 25b have a length of from 
about 150 |nn to about 1 mm. In a preferred embodiment the electroporation electrodes 
25a, 25b are coated with a barrier material, such as SiC>2, to inhibit degradation. 

5 The second pair of electroseparation electrodes 27a, 27b, which are disposed downstream 
of the first pair of electroporation electrodes 25a, 25b, are effective to cause the 
electroseparation of DNA from the electroporated DNA-containing material on the 
application of an electroseparation voltage thereacross. 

10 In this embodiment the electroseparation electrodes 27a, 27b are spaced 300 |im from the 
electroporation electrodes 25a, 25b, and have a length of 1.5 mm, a width of 100 \im and 
extend 20 \xm into the main channel 3 (corresponding to an electrode spacing of 100 |im). 
In preferred embodiments the electroseparation electrodes 27a, 27b have a length of from 
about 750 jjm to about 10 mm. In a preferred embodiment the electroseparation 

15 electrodes 27a, 27b are coated with a barrier material, such as SiC>2, to inhibit 
degradation. 

In this embodiment the DNA extraction device 1 is fabricated from two stacked planar 
substrate plates, here a lower plate composed of microsheet glass, and an upper plate 

20 composed of poly (dimethylsiloxane) (PDMS). The electrode pattern was put down on 
the lower glass plate using a direct-write laser system to expose a positive photoresist on 
a chromium coating and subsequent etching. The PDMS plate, which includes wells 
defining the main channel 3, the sample delivery channel 5, the separation medium 
delivery channel 9, the DNA outlet channel 15 and the sample waste channel 19, was 

25 formed using a glass master, which master was formed using a direct-write laser system 
to expose a positive photoresist and subsequent etching of the glass plate. 

The DNA extraction system further comprises a sample delivery unit 29 which is 
operable to deliver a predeterminable flow rate of a sample including a DNA-containing 
30 material to the sample inlet port 7 of the sample delivery channel 5. In this embodiment 
the sample delivery unit 29 comprises a pump, here a syringe pump. 
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In this embodiment the sample delivery unit 29 is operated to deliver a flow of sample at 
a flow rate of 16.7 mm/s. hi preferred embodiments the sample delivery unit 29 is 
operated to deliver a flow of sample at a flow rate of from about 5.6 mm/s to about 140 
mm/s. 

5 

The DNA extraction system further comprises a separation medium delivery unit 31 
which is operable to deliver a predeterminable flow rate of separation medium to the 
separation medium inlet port 11 of the separation medium delivery channel 9. In this 
embodiment the separation medium delivery unit 31 comprises a pump, here a syringe 
10 pump. 

In this embodiment the separation medium delivery unit 31 is operated to deliver a flow 
of separation medium at a flow rate of 16.7 mm/s. In preferred embodiments the 
separation medium delivery unit 3 1 is operated to deliver a flow of separation medium at 
15 a flow rate of from about 5.6 mm/s to about 140 mm/s. 

The DNA extraction system further comprises a pulse generator 33 which is connected to 
the electroporation electrodes 25 a, 25b and operable to apply electroporation voltage 
pulses thereacross, which voltage pulses are such as to cause the electroporation of DNA- 
20 containing material located therebetween. 

In this embodiment the pulse generator 33 is configured to generate electroporation 
voltage pulses having a square waveform with a voltage of 125 V, which voltage 
corresponds to an electroporation field strength of 12.5 kV/cm, a duration of 500 \is, and 

25 an interval (relaxation time) of 20 ms. In preferred embodiments the voltage of the 
electroporation voltage pulses is such as to provide an electroporation field strength of 
from about 500 V/cm to about 12.5 kV/cm, preferably from about 2 kV/cm to about 12.5 
kV/cm. In preferred embodiments the duration of the electroporation voltage pulses is 
from about 20 jxs to about 1 ms. In preferred embodiments the interval of the 

30 electroporation voltage pulses is from about 2 ms to about 100 ms, preferably from about 
5 ms to about 50 ms. 
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In other embodiments the pulse generator 33 could be configured to provide 
electroporation voltage pulses having a waveform other than square, such as a capacitive 
discharge which has an exponential decay. In preferred embodiments the capacitive 
discharge pulses would have a duration of from about 1 ms to about 10 ms, and 
5 preferably from about 2 ms to about 6 ms. 

The DNA extraction system further comprises a voltage supply 35 which is connected to 
the electroseparation electrodes 27a, 27b and operable to apply an electroseparation 
voltage thereacross, which electroseparation voltage is such as to generate an 
10 electroseparation field which causes the electrophoretic separation of DNA from the 
electroporated DNA-containing material in the flow of sample into the parallel flow of 
separation medium, thereby providing for the separation of DNA from DNA-containing 
material in the sample. 

15 In this embodiment the voltage supply 35 is configured to provide an electroseparation 
field strength of 370 V/cm. In preferred embodiments the electroseparation field strength 
if from about 60 V/cm to about 700 V/cm. 

The DNA extraction system further comprises a control unit 37, in this embodiment a 
20 personal computer, for controlling the delivery units 29, 31, the pulse generator 33 and 
the voltage supply 35, in this embodiment from a Lab View program (National 
Instruments, Austin, Texas, US). In this embodiment the delivery units 29, 31 are 
operated to provide flows of substantially the same rate. In another embodiment the 
separation medium delivery unit 31 could be configured to deliver separation medium at 
25 a higher flow rate than the sample delivery unit 29, such as to ensure that none of the 
sample flow enters the DNA outlet channel 15. It will be understood that a consequence 
of such flow rates is that a part of the separation medium flow, which entrains an amount 
of the extracted DNA, will pass into the sample waste channel 19 and be exhausted to 
waste. 

30 

Figure 3 illustrates a DNA extraction system in accordance with a second embodiment of 
the present invention. 
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t 

The DNA extraction system of this embodiment is very similar to that of the above- 
described first embodiment, and thus, in order to avoid any unnecessary duplication of 
description, only the differences will be described in detail, with like parts being 
5 designated by like reference signs. 

The DNA extraction system of this embodiment differs from that of the above-described 
first embodiment only in that the electrode unit 23 comprises a single pair of electrodes 
45a, 45b which act as combined electroporation and electroseparation electrodes and to 
10 which the pulse generator 33 and the voltage supply 35 are both connected. 

Operation is the same as for the above-described first embodiment, with the 
electroporation voltage pulses being applied over the background electroseparation 
voltage. 

15 

Figure 4 illustrates a DNA extraction system in accordance with a third embodiment of 
the present invention. 

The DNA extraction system of this embodiment is very similar to that of the above- 
20 described first embodiment, and thus, in order to avoid any unnecessary duplication of 
description, only the differences will be described in detail, with like parts being 
designated by like reference signs. 

The DNA extraction system of this embodiment differs from that of the above-described 
25 first embodiment only in that the electroporation electrodes 25a, 25b are located at the 
sample delivery channel 5. With this configuration, DNA-containing material in a 
sample is electroporated prior to reaching the main channel 3, whereby the 
electrophoretic effect of the electroporation voltage pulses on the DNA-containing 
material in the main channel 3 is obviated. 
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Operation is the same as for the above-described first embodiment, but with 
electroporation of DNA-containing material in the sample occurring in the sample 
delivery channel 5, 

5 Finally, it will be understood that the present invention has been described in its 
preferred embodiments and can be modified in many different ways without departing 
from the scope of the invention as defined by the appended claims. 

For example, the microfabricated DNA extraction device could be combined with other 
10 microfabricated DNA analysis devices, such as PCR, separation and sequencing devices, 
to provide a micromachined total analysis system (p,-TAS). Such a system would allow 
for the rapid analysis of very small amounts of complex samples, which samples would 
require no pre-treatment, as DNA extraction would be achieved by the DNA extraction 
device 1 of the present invention. 

15 

In another embodiment a plurality of the DNA extraction devices 1 could be connected in 
series in order to increase the DNA yield from a sample. In one embodiment the 
plurality of DNA extraction devices 1 could be provided in a single microchip. 
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CLAIMS 



1. A DNA extraction microchip for extracting DNA from a sample including DNA- 
containing material, the microchip including: 
5 a main channel through which first and second parallel flows are in use delivered, 

• the first flow being of a sample including DNA-containing material and the 
second flow being of a separation medium; and 

an electrode unit for applying a first, electroporation field to the first flow of 
sample including DNA-containing material, the electroporation field being such 
10 as to effect electroporation of DNA-containing material, and a second, 

electroseparation field across the main channel, the electroseparation field being 
such as to effect electroseparation of DNA from the electroporated DNA- 
containing material in the first flow into the second, parallel flow. 

15 2. The microchip of claim 1, wherein the main channel has a length of from about 

1 .5 mm to about 12 mm. 



20 



3. The microchip of claim 1 or 2, wherein the main channel has a width of from 
about 100 (xm to about 1.04 mm. 

4. The microchip of claim 3, wherein the main channel has a width of from about 
1 00 (im to about 240 nm. 



5. The microchip of any of claims 1 to 4, wherein the main channel has a depth of 
25 from about 10 |im to about 100 \im. 

6. The microchip of any of claims 1 to 5, further including: 

a sample delivery channel fluidly connected to one, upstream end of the main 
channel through which the first flow of sample including DNA-containing 
30 material is in use delivered; and 
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a separation medium delivery channel fluidly connected to the one end of the 
main channel through which the second flow of separation medium is in use 
delivered. 

5 7. The microchip of claim 6, wherein the sample delivery channel is connected to 

one side of the one end of the main channel such that the first flow is along the 
one side of the main channel, and the separation medium delivery channel is 
connected to the other side of the one end of the main channel such that the 
second flow is along the other side of the main channel. 

10 

8. The microchip of claim 6 or 7, wherein the sample delivery channel is inclined at 
an acute angle to the first and second flows. 



9. The microchip of any of claims 6 to 8, wherein the separation medium delivery 
15 channel is inclined at an acute angle to the first and second flows. 

* 

10. The microchip of claim 8 or 9, wherein the acute angle is approximately 45 
degrees. 

20 11. The microchip of any of claims 1 to 1 0, further including: 

a DNA outlet channel fluidly connected to the other, downstream end of the main 
channel through which the second flow of separation medium entraining extracted 
DNA is in use directed. 

25 12. The microchip of claim 11, wherein the DNA outlet channel is connected to the 

other side of the other end of the main channel such that the second flow is 
directed therethrough. 

13. The microchip of claim 11 or 12, wherein the DNA outlet channel is inclined at 
30 an acute angle to the first and second flows. 

14. The microchip of claim 13, wherein the acute angle is approximately 45 degrees. 
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15. The microchip of any of claims 1 1 to 14, further including: 

a sample waste channel fluidly connected to the other end of the main channel 
through which the first flow of sample, less extracted DNA, is directed. 

5 

16. The microchip of claim 15, wherein the sample waste channel is connected to the 
one side of the other end of the main channel such that the first flow is directed 
therethrough. 



10 17. The microchip of claim 15 or 16, wherein the sample waste channel is inclined at 

an acute angle to the first and second flows. 



30 



18. The microchip of claim 17, wherein the acute angle is approximately 45 degrees. 



15 19. The microchip of any of claims 1 to 18, wherein the electrode unit comprises first, 

electroporation electrodes and second, electroseparation electrodes disposed 
downstream of the electroporation electrodes. 

20. The microchip of claim 19, wherein the electroseparation electrodes are disposed 
20 adj acent the main channel. 



21. The microchip of claim 19, wherein the electroporation electrodes are disposed 
adjacent the main channel. 



25 22. The microchip of claim 19 when appendant upon claim 6, wherein the 

electroporation electrodes are disposed adjacent the sample delivery channel. 



23. The microchip of any of claims 19 to 22, wherein the electroseparation electrodes 
each have a length of from about 750 to about 10 mm. 



24. The microchip of any of claims 19 to 23, wherein the electroporation electrodes 
each have a length of from about 150 Jim to about 1 mm. 
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25. The microchip of any of claims 1 to 18, wherein the electrode unit comprises 
combined electroporation and electroseparation electrodes disposed adjacent the 
main channel. 

' 5 

26. A DNA extraction system for extracting DNA from a sample including DNA- 
containing material, the system comprising: 

the microchip of any of claims 1 to 25. 

10 27. The system of claim 26, further comprising: 

a sample delivery unit for delivering a flow of a sample including a DNA- 
containing material to the microchip. 

28. The system of claim 26 or 27, further comprising: 

» 

15 a separation medium delivery unit for delivering a flow of a separation medium to 

the microchip. 



29. The system of claims 27 and 28, wherein the sample delivery unit and the 
separation medium delivery unit are operable to deliver flows having substantially 
20 the same flow rate. 



30. The system of claims 27 and 28, wherein the sample delivery unit and the 
separation medium delivery unit are operable such that a flow rate of the 
delivered separation medium is higher than a flow rate of the delivered sample. 

25 

3 1 . The system of any of claims 26 to 30, further comprising: 

a pulse generator for applying electroporation voltage pulses across the 
electroporation electrodes. 

30 32. The system of claim 31, wherein the pulse generator is configured to generate 

electroporation voltage pulses at a voltage corresponding to an electroporation 
field strength of from about 500 V/cm to about 12.5 kV/cm. 
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33. The system of claim 31 or 32, wherein the electroporation voltage pulses have a 
duration of from about 20 |xs to about 1 ms. 

5 34. The system of any of claims 31 to 33, wherein the electroporation voltage pulses 
have an interval of from about 2 ms to about 100 ms. 

35. The system of any of claims 26 to 34, further comprising: 

a voltage supply for applying an electroseparation voltage across the 
10 electroseparation electrodes. 

36. The system of claim 35, wherein the voltage supply is configured to generate an 
electroseparation voltage at a voltage corresponding to an electroseparation field 
strength of from about 60 V/cm to about 700 V/cm. 

15 

37. A DNA extraction method for extracting DNA from a sample including DNA- 
containing material, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a DNA extraction microchip including a main channel; 
delivering first and second parallel flows through the main channel, the first flow 
20 being of a sample including DNA-containing material and the second flow being 

of a separation medium; 

applying an electroporation field to the first flow of sample including DNA- 
containing material such as to effect electroporation of DNA-containing material; 
and 

25 applying an electroseparation field across the main channel such as to effect 

electroseparation of DNA from the electroporated DNA-containing material in 
the first flow into the second, parallel flow. 



38. 

30 



The method of claim 37, wherein the first flow is along one side of the main 
channel, and the second flow is along the other side of the main channel. 
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The method of claim 37 or 38, wherein the microchip includes a DNA outlet 
channel fluidly connected to one, downstream end of the main channel, and 
further comprising the step of: 

directing the second flow of separation medium entraining extracted DNA 
through the DNA outlet channel. 

The method of claims 38 and 39, wherein the DNA outlet channel is connected to 
the other side of the one end of the main channel such that the second flow is 
directed therethrough. 

The method of any of claims 37 to 40, wherein the electroseparation field is 
applied across electroseparation electrodes disposed adjacent the main channel. 

The method of any of claims 37 to 41, wherein the electroporation field is applied 
across electroporation electrodes disposed adjacent the main channel. 

The method of any of claims 37 to 41, wherein the electroporation field is applied 
across electroporation electrodes upstream of the main channel. 

The method of any of claims 37 to 40, wherein the electroporation field and the 
electroseparation field are applied across combined electroporation and 
electroseparation electrodes disposed adjacent the main channel. 

The method of any of claims 42 to 44, wherein the electroporation field comprises 
a pulsed field of electroporation voltage pulses. 

The method of claim 45, wherein the electroporation voltage pulses are at a 
voltage corresponding to an electroporation field strength of from about 500 
V/cm to about 12.5 kV/cm. 

The method of claim 45 or 46, wherein the electroporation voltage pulses have a 

* 

duration of from about 20 ^s to about 1 ms. 



WO 2004/013329 PCT/GB2003/003328 

23 



15 



48. The method of any of claims 45 to 47, wherein the electroporation voltage pulses 
have an interval of from about 2 ms to about 100 ms. 



5 49. The method of any of claims 41 to 48, wherein the electroseparation field 

comprises a substantially continuous field of an electroseparation voltage across 
the electroseparation electrodes. 

50. The method of claim 49, wherein the electroseparation voltage is at a voltage 
10 corresponding to an electroseparation field strength of from about 60 V/cm to 

about 700 V/cm. 



51. The method of any of claims 37 to 50, wherein the first and second flows have 
substantially the same flow rates. 



52. The method of any of claims 37 to 50, wherein a flow rate of the second flow is 
higher than a flow rate of the first flow. 
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